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Twenty-five Year Summary of 
Bird Migration in Nebraska 
Part 3 - Ducks 
William F. Rapp, Jr. 
Common Mallard 
Anas platyrhynchos platychynchos Linneaeus 
Antelope County (1) May U5, 1949 
Aurora (1) Apr. 19, 1949 
Bladen (3) Feb. 25, 1949 Mar. 
Blue Springs (2) Mar. 16, 1948 Mar. 
Brady (1) Apr. 18, 1948 
Brule (3) Jan. I, 
Chadron (1) Jan. 2, 1947 
Crete (1) Mar. 5, 1949 
Fairbury (18) Feb. 13, 1943 May 
Hastings (23) Jan. 1, 1929 May 
Lincoln (17) Jan. 22, 1933 May 
North Platte (7) Jan. I, 1937 Feb. 
North Platte - Stapleton (3) Jan. I, 1936 Feb. 
Omaha (19) Jan. I, 1944 May 
Red Cloud (17) Jan. 22, 1939 ~Iar . 
Staple ton (1I) Jan. I, 1938 Feb. 
Superior (4) Mar. 16, 1929 Apr. 
Black Duck 
Anas rubripes tristis Brews ter 
Blue Springs (1) Mar. 19, 1949 
Chadron (1) Mar. 14, 1949 
Lincoln (2) Mar. 29, 1925 Apr. 
Gadwall 
Chaulebasmus streperus Linneaus 
Brule (3 ) Mar. 7, 1948 Mar. 
Fairbury (7) Feb. 14, 1938 Apr. 
Has tings (8 ) Feb. 29, 1932 May 
Lincoln (9) Mar. 13, 1926 May 
North Platte (7 ) Mar. 12, 1939 May 
North Platte - Stapleton ( 3) Mar. 5, 1936 Apr. 
Omaha (12 ) Mar. 14, 1943 Apr. 
Stapleton (10) Mar. 13, 1949 May 
Superior (1) Mar. 26, 1927 
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Baldpate 
Mareca americana Gmelin 
Blue Springs (1) Mar. 19, 1947 
Brule (3 ) Mar. 10, 1949 Apr. 4, 1948 
Crete (1) Mar. 7, 1949 
Fairbury (13) Feb. 21, 1943 May 17, 1949 
Hastings (20) Mar. 3, 1929 May 19, 1928 
Lincoln (13) Feb. 28, 1925 Apr. 20, 1943 
North Platte (7 ) Mar. 18, 1938 Apr. 8, 1948 
North Platte - Stapleton (3 ) Mar. 13, 1936 ~lar • 24, 1935 
Omaha (17) Mar. 12, 1926 Apr. 14, 1928 
Red Cloud (3) Feb. 26, 1938 Apr. 9, 1939 
Stapleton (10) Mar. 7, 1938 Mar. 29, 1941 
Superior ( 3) Mar. 9, 1926 Apr. 17, 1925 
American Pintail 
Dafia acuta t zit z i.hoa Vieillot 
Bladen (3) Feb. 28, 1949 Mar. 18, 1948 
Blue Springs 0) Mar. 16, 1947 
Brady (1) Apr. 9, 1949 
Brul,e (3) Feb. 19, 1947 Feb. 20, 1948 
Crete (1) Mar. S, 1949 
Fairbury (18) Feb. 6, 1934 Apr. 8, 1942 
Hastings (23) Feb. 2, 1935 Mar. 28, 1948 
Lincoln (17) Jan. 27, 1934 Mar. 24, 1932 
North Platte (7 ) Jan. 10, 1941 Apr. 18, 1948 
North Platte - Stapleton (3 ) Jan. 13, 1935 Feb. 26, 1944 
Omaha (19) Jan. 11, 1948 Apr. 3, 1949 
Red Cloud (13) Jan. 22, 1939 May 12, 1935 
Stapleton (2) Feb. 5, 1941 Mar. 13, 1947 
Superior (2 ) Mar. 16, 1929 Mar. 19, 1925 
Green-winged Teal 
Nettion carolinense Gmelin 
Blue Springs (1) Mar. 16, 1947 
Brady 0) Apr. 18, 1948 
Brule ( 3) Ma·r. 6, 1947 Mar. 22, 1948 
Chadron (1) Mar. S, 1949 
Fairbury (9) Mar. 20, 1936 Apr. 10, 1942 
Hastings (19) Jan. I, 1929 May 5, 1940 
Lincoln (12) Feb. 28, 1925 Apr. 11, 1931 
North Platte (7) Feb. 25, 1938 Apr. 8, 1948 
North Platte - Stapleton (3 ) Feb. 21, 1935 Apr. 2> 1941 
Omaha (6) Mar. 20, 1945 Apr. 2, 1941 
Red Cloud (8 ) Jan. 22, 1939 Mar. 28, 1937 
Stapleton (12 ) Feb. 21, 1943 Apr. 21, 1934 
Blue-winged Teal 
Querquedula discors (Linneaeus) 
Antelope County (1) May 15, 1949 
Blue Springs (1) Mar. 30, 1949 
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Brule (3 ) Mar. 31, 1948 Apr. 14, 1949 
Crete (1) Apr. 21, 1949 
Fairbury (21) Feb. 15, 1948 May 17, 1949 
Hastings (24) Feb. 23, 1946 May 14, 1944 
Lincoln (16) Mar. 17, 1927 May 12, 1928 
North Platte (7) Feb. 5, 1937 Apr. 12, 1938 
North Platte - Stapleton (3) Mar. 10, 1944 Apr. 3, 1936 
Omaha (19) Mar. 14, 1931 May 15, 1926 
Red Cloud (11) Feb. 8, 1928 May 7, 1940 
Stapleton (10) Mar. 9, 1938 Apr. 8, 1934 
Superior (4) ~iar. 23, 1929 Apr. 5, 1926 
Cinnamon Teal 
Querquedula cyanoptera Vieillot 
Brule 0) May 6, 1948 
Hastings (4) Mar. U, 1928 June 30, 1938 
North Platte (2 ) Mar. 28, 1937 May 13, 1939 
North Platte - Stapleton (1) Apr. 26, 1936 
Omaha (2) Apr. 6, 1943 May 2, 1937 
Red Cloud (1) May 16, 1937 
S"tapleton (2 ) Apr. 18, 1943 Apr. 29, 1939 
Shoveller 
Spatula clypeata Linnaeus 
Blue Springs (1) May 1, 1949 
Brady (1) May 18, 1948 
Brule (3) Mar. 9, 1947 Mar. 29, 1948 
Crete (1) Apr. 10, 1949 
Hastings (24) Feb. 26, 1928 ~Iay 22, 1930 
Lincoln (17) Mar. 7, 1925 ~jay 12, 1928 
Fairbury (20) Mar. 2, 1939 May 17, 1949 
North Platte (7 ) Feb. 2, 1940 Apr. 8, 1948 
North Platte - Stapleton (3 ) Mar. 8, 1936 Mar. U, 1944 
Omaha (21) Mar. 11, 1933 Apr. 17, 1927 
Red Cloud (5) Feb. 25, 1936 May 7, 1940 
Stapleton (11) Feb. 22, 1946 Apr. 8, 1934 
Superi,or (3) Mar. 26, 1927 Apr. 16, 1926 
Wood Duck 
Aix sponsa Linnaeus 
Blue Springs (l) Apr. 9, 1947 
Lincoln (1) Apr. 20, 1949 
Omaha (3 ) Mar. 21, 1937 May 27, 1947 
Red Cloud (1) May 13, 1934 
Redhead 
Nyroca americana Eyton 
Brule (3 ) Mar. 11, 1949 Apr. 9, 194!l 
Fairbury (6) Mar. 10, 1944 Mar. 30, 1941 
Hastings (12 ) Mar. 6, 1949 Apr. 15, 1934 
Lincoln (14) Mar. 7, 1925 June 1, 1943 
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North Platte (7 ) Feb. 27, 1937 May 16, 1941 
North Platte - Stapleton (3) Mar. 8, 1936 Apr. 3, 1935 
Omaha (18) Mar. 4, 1932 Apr. 28, 1948 
Red Cloud (2) Apr. 4, 1937 Apr. 16, 1939 
Stapleton (12) Mar. 2, 1938 Apr. 8, 1934 
Ring-necked Duck 
Nyroca co lIar is Donovan 
Blue Springs (1) Apr. 13, 1947 
Brule (1) Mar. 29, 1948 
Hastings (9) Mar. 11, 1932 Apr. 29, 1926 
Lincoln (5) Mar. 19, 1938 Apr. 5, 1931 
]';orth Platte (2) Mar. 25, 1949 Apr. 7, 1937 
North Platte - Stapleton (2 ) Mar. 16, 1944 Apr. 5, 1936 
Omaha (8) Mar. IS, 1942 Apr. 11, 1949 
Stapleton (11) Mar. 13, 1949 Apr. 17, 1943 
Canvas-back 
Nyroca valisineria Wilson 
Brady (2) Apr. 9, 1949 Apr. 18, 1948 
Brule (3) Mar. 14, 1948 Apr. 10, 1947 
Fairbury (14) Mar. 14, 1935 May 14, 1942 
Hastings (1 I) Mar. 6, 1949 May 7, 1938 
Lincoln (10) Feb. 28, 1926 Apr. 11, 1929 
North Platte (6) Feb. 27, 1937 Apr. 3, 1947 
North Platte - Stapleton (3 ) ~1.ar • 3, 1935 Mar. 11, 1944 
Omaha (16) Feb. 28, 1943 May 19, 1934 
Stapleton (11) Mar. 4, 1946 Apr. 3, 1943 
Greater Scaup Duck 
Nyroca mar i la Linnaeus 
Fairbury (1) Apr. 25, 1946 
Lincoln (3) Mar. 5, 1927 Apr. 16, 1926 
North Platte (1) Mar. 19, 1949 
Lesser Scaup Duck 
Nyroca affinis Eyton 
Blue Springs (2 ) Mar. 20, 1949 Apr. 13, 1947 
Brule (3 ) "iar. 11, 1949 Apr. 5 , 1947 
Fairbury (13) Mar. 23, 1936 Ifiay 8, 1934 
Hastings (24) Feb. 23, 1946 May 10, 1941 
Lincoln (17) Feb. 28, 1925 May 12, 1928 
Korth Platte (7 ) Feb. 28, 1937 ~IIar • 28, 1941 
Korth Platte - Stapleton (3 ) Mar. 10, 1944 Apr. I, 1935 
Omaha (21) Jan. 2, 1944 Apr. 7, 1928 
Red Cloud (3) Apr. 7, 1941 Apr. 16, 1939 
Stapleton (12) Mar. 6, 1940 ~-.ay 30, 1934 
Superior ( 3) Mar. 23, 1929 hay 9, 1925 
American Golden- eye 
Glaucionetta clangula americana Bonaparte 
Brule (3 ) Jan. 16, 1949 Mar. 8, 194R 
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Hastings (4) Mar. 8, 1929 Apr. 9, 1938 
Lincoln (7) Mar. 16, 1925 Apr. 2.i" .. 1933 
North Platte (6) Jan. 22, 1939 Apr. 11, 1938 
North Platte - Stapleton (2) Mar. 12, 1944 Apr. 3 , 1936 
Omaha (14) Jan. 2 , 1932 Apr. 9, 1947 
Red Ci oud (1) Apr. 17, 1938 
Barrow's Golden-eye 
Glaucionetta islandica GJ/le I in 
Brule 0) Feb. 22, 1949 
North Platte (1) Mar. 6, 1947 
Omaha (3) Mar. 30, 1944 Apr. 2, 1949 
Buffle-head 
Charitonetta albeola Linnaeus 
Blue Springs 0) Mar. 30, 1949 
Brule (3) Mar. 15, 1949 Apr. 8, 1948 
Hastings (7 ) Mar. 13, 1933 May 2, 1940 
Lincoln (8) Feb. 25, 1927 Apr. 39, 1928 
North Platte (6) Feb. 28, 1937. Apr. 3, 1938 
North Platte - Stapleton (3 ) Apr. 13, 1944 May 5, 1936 
Omaha (8) Mar. 11, 1928 Apr. 11, 1948 
Red Cloud (2) Apr. 4, 1937 Apr. 16, 1939 
Stapleton (8) Mar. 17, 1946 May 21, 1938 
Old-squaw 
Clangula hyellalis Linnaeus 
Omaha O} Apr. 19, 1928 
White-winged Scoter 
Melanitta deglandi Bonaparte 
Red Cloud (2) Apr. 21, 1935 Apr. 22, 1928 
American Scoter 
Oideaia aaericana Swainson 
Stapleton (1) Apr. 1, 1949 
Hooded Merganser 
Lophodytes cucullatus Linnaeus 
Hastings (1) Mar. 24, 1935 
Lincoln (1) Apr. 10, 1937 
North Platte (2) Apr. 12, 1938 Apr. 21, 1939 
North Platte - Stapleton Mar. 3, 1936 Apr. 12, 1935 
Omaha (1) Mar. 23, 1941 
American Merganser 
Mergus /IIerganser aaericanus Cassin 
Antelope County (1) Apr. 14, 1949 
Brule (3) Jan. 1, 1948 Jan. 26, 1947 
Fairbury (2) May 8, 1934 May 14, 1933 
Hastings (17 ) Feb. 28, 1937 Apr. 8, 1948 
Lincoln (7) Mar. 4, 1926 Apr. 29, 1944 
North Pia t te (7) Jan. I, 1937 Apr. 11, 1948 
North Platte - Stapleton (2) Jan. 5, 1935 Jan. 9, 1944 
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Omaha (12) Jan. 8, 1943 May 2, 1926 
Red T:loud (4) Jan. 23, 1938 lIay 7, 1940 
Stapleton (4) Mar. 18, 1949 Apr. 4, 1948 
Red-breasted Merganser 
Mergus serra tor Linnaeus 
Fairbury (2) Apr. 7, 1936 lIay 7, 1935 
Hastings (1) Mar. 26, 1939 
Lincoln (3) Apr. 9, 1925 May 6, 1937 
North Platte - Stapleton (3) Mar. 4, 1944 Mar. 17, 1935 
Omaha (6) Mar. 14, 1935 May 24, 1927 
Ruddy Duck 
Eris.atara ja.aicensis rabida Wilson 
Blue Springs (1) Mar. 30, 1949) 
Brule (3) Apr. 10, 1947 May 6, 1948 
Fairbury (5) Mar. 28, 1944 May 14, 19.40 
Hastings (8) Mar. 24, 1944 May 10. 1935 
Lincoln (10) Mar. 21, 1925 May 4, 1929 
North Platte (6) Mar~ 19, 1939 Apr. 10, 1938 
North Platte - Stapleton (3) Mar. 29; 1936 Apr. 13, 1935 
Omaha (13) Mar. 7. 1930 Apr. 26, 1942 
Red Cloud (2) Mar. 28, 1937 Apr. 17, 1938 
Stapleton (11) Mar. 18, 1945 Apr. 14, 1943 
Doane Co llege, ere te, Nebraska 
c no . ~ . 
~ • II __ ~I'I_~-~-
.--~-
Drawing Courtsey Wisconsin Conservation Dept. 
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The Distribution of Field Observations on 
Nehraska Birds During the Last Fifty Years 
Thomas B. Thorson 
47 
During the first half century of its existence, the 
Nebraska Ornithologists' Union has placed on record voluminous 
information concerning the occurrence of birds within the 
boundaries of the state of Nebraska. Probably more than 
ninety-five percent of all published records concerning Nebras-
ka birds have appeared first, or have later been summarized, on 
the pages of the official organs of the Nebraska Ornitholo-
gists' Union, Namely, the Proceedings of the Nebraska Ornithol-
gists' Union published from 1900 to 1915, The Wilson Bulletin 
from 1915 to 1925, Letters of Information from 1925 to 1932, 
and The Nebraska Bird Review from 1933 to the present. 
In the hope that it might serve as a guide for present day 
field observers, a tabulation by counties has been made of the 
published observations on Nebraska birds. In compiling obser-
vations, the number of individual birds seen was disregarded. 
One 'observation' was considere~ as a single species each time 
it was recorded in a single county. 
Results are shown in Figure 1. Double cross-hatching 
indicates more than five observations per square mile, single 
cross-hatching from one to five observations pe~ square mile, 
and dots less than one observation per square mile. In dotted 
counties each dot represents ten observations. 
A glance at the map shows at once where active field 
observers have been located. The greatest number of published 
field observations have been made in Adams County with 8,043, 
followed closely by Lancaster County with- 7,954. 
Perhaps more important than the areas where intensive 
field work has been carried on are the extensive areas, some-
times adjoining well~studied counties, where practically 
nothing has been done. There are no less than eighteen of 
Nebraska's counties from which we have fewer than ten occur-
rence records! In nine of these counties there have been less 
than five observations, with only two in Thayer County and one 
each in McPherson, Sherman, and Stanton! 
When work is resumed on a state bird volume, distribu-
tional information from the ga_psnow existing on the map will 
be of immeasurable value. Any N.O.U. member can, without 
travelling very far, study one of the neglected areas where 
practically any observation is a 'first' for the county. 
Department of Zoology, University of Nebraska, Lincoln. 
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NEBRASKA 
Ornithology in Nebraska Colleges and Universities 
Ramona E. Dreyer and William F. Rapp, Jr. 
According to Wilkins in Accredited Higher institutions,l 
there are twenty-three institutions of higher learning in 
~ebraska. Recently the authars sent questionnaires to these 
institutipns asking about ornithology in their schools. The 
results of these questionnaires are shown in Tables I and II. 
Table I 
Accredited Higher Institutions Offering Courses in 
Name 
Concordia Teachers Colle~e 
Doane College 
Hastings College 
State Teachers College, Kearney 
Union College 
University of Nebraska 
When Course is 
Offered 
Alternate Yrs. 
Alternate Yrs. 
Alternate Yrs. 
Every Year 
Every Year 
Every Year 
Ornithology 
No. of Yrs. 
Course has 
Been Taught 
3 Years 
Approx. 50 
Years 
Over 20 Yrs. 
25 Years 
10 Years 
Approx. 40 
Years 
1. Federal Security Agency, Office of Education, Bulletin 1949. 
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Table II 
Bird Cqllections in Accredited Higher Institutions 
Name 
Concordia Teachers College 
Doane College 
Hastings College 
Luther College 
McCook Junior College 
Nebraska State Teachers College, Chadron 
Nebraska State Teachers College, Kearney 
Nebraska State Teachers College, Peru 
Nebraska State Teachers College, Wayne 
Union College 
University of Nebraska 
University of Omaha 
York College 
Conclusions 
Number of 
Specimens 
162 
100 
500 
160 
• a few' 
200 
500 
100 
100 
322 
3,000 
70 
80 
Of the twen~y-three accredited higher institutions in 
Nebraska, twenty replied to the questionnaire. Only six 
institutions offer ornithology courses and of these, three are 
offered in alternate years. Thirteen institutions have some 
type of bird collections. 
Cook, Nebraska and Depart.ent of Biology, Doane College, Crete, 
Nebraska. 
HAH 
CaDvalback-male (lop). female. 
Drawing Courtsey Wisconsin Conservation Dept. 
Photographed by Ray S. Wycoff 
Lexington, Nebr. 
Least Tern on nest. As many as six Least Tern's nests have been 
found in one season since nesting was first observed in 1942. 
The nesting site on the 75 X 125 foot island, which was formed 
in dredging for sand, is about 60 feet from water. l 'he vertical 
elevation of the site is about 10 feet above the water line. 
Photographed by Ray S. Wycoff 
Lexington, Nebr. 
Least Tern on nest. As many as six Least Tern's nests have been 
found in one season since nesting was first observed in 1942. 
The nesting site on the 75 X 125 foot island, which was formed 
in dredging for sand, is about 60 feet from water. The vertical 
elevation of the site is about 10 feet above the water line. 
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Minutes of the Forty-Ninth Annual Meeting 
of The Nehraska Ornithologists' Union 
The forty-ninth annual meeting of the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union-was 
held at Chadron, ,Nellraska, on May 20 and 21, 1950. The host organization wa .. 
the Chadron Audubon Society, and the sessions were held at the Chadron State 
Park. Many of the visitors were ·most comfortably housed in the modern cabins 
in the Park. Registration began at 9:00 A. M. in the recreation hall. 
The program opened at 9:30 in the ,arne room. President Adrian Fox 
calle.d the meeting to order and announced the appointment of the following 
committees; Nominating, Dr. R. Allyn Moser and Mrs. A. M. Jones; Auditing, 
Mr. Levi Mohler, Mrs. R. Allyn Moser, and Mrs. F. J. Patton; Resolutions, 
Mrs. Myron Swenk and Miss Emma Ellsworth. 
A cordial welcome was given by the president of the Chadron Audubon 
Society, Dr. Eric De Flon. 
The first paper was give, by Mr. William F. Rapp, Jr., Editor of The 
Nebraska Bird Review, on the Woodpeckers of Nebraska. He showed skins of 
some of these birds. Only twenty counties in the state have records of the 
Woodpeckers and the speaker stated much more information was need-ed to 
scientifically summarize the Woodpecker population in the state. 
Mrs. Carl Collister of Greeley, Colorado. explained systematic record 
keeping, giving the methods used by several ornithologists. 
Dr. R. Allyn Moser talked on the American-Ornithologists' Union, the 
largest scientific bird organization in North America, which was founded in 
1883. Its main project is compiling and keeping up to date the check list 
of North American birds. Nebraska has been represented on the Council the 
past thirteen years. 
Bird banding was the subject of the talk by Mr. Carl Smith, of Halsey, 
Nebraska. He reported on the 1,200 to·l,300 birds he had banded at the 
Halsey Forest, the most unuaual being a Golden Crowned Sparrow banded two 
weeks earlier. 
Moving pictures were then shown of the Western Grebe and of the birds of 
Woody Island in Montana. 
After a noon recess the program was resumed with a most interesting 
account of birds observed in Norway and England by Miss Emma Ellsworth of 
Omaha, who had spent a year in these two countries. 
Mrs. Venola J. Bivans of Boulder, Colorado, reported on a trip taken 
last November during which bird life was observed in the Everglades, Florida, 
and in the Okefenokee Swamp i~ Georgia. 
Interesting and unusual birds were also seen by Mrs. A. H. Jones of 
Hastings, ~ebraska, who told of her recent Audubon Tour~ in the Everglades 
National Park and on Lake Okeechobee. 
The afternoon's progr •• closed with a talk on the IAaak Walton League of 
Ame~ica by Mr. Charles M. Algermissen, President, NebraSka Division, I.W.L.A., 
Crete, Nebraska. 
The annual busines~ meeting followed immediately. The minutes of the 
forty-eighth annual meeting having been printed in Volume 17, 1949, of The 
Nebraska Bird Review, were approved without being read. Report of the 
Treasurer, Mrs. A. M. Jones, was given. The report was accepted and filed 
with the auditing committee. 
Editor Rapp reported on The Nebraska Bird Review, stating plans for 
future issues and asking for more notes on bird observations. 
Miss Doris Gates moved that necessary funds be allowed to complete the 
printing of the indexes of The Nebraska Bird Review. Motion carried. 
As membership chairman, Miss Gates read the list of applicants for 
membership. These names were voted upon favorably and will be included in 
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the membership list to be published in the January Issue of The Nebraska 
Bird ReTiew. 
A report from Custodian Thorson was read telling of the contents of the 
N. O. U. library in Morrill Hall at the State University. The use of this 
material is available to all members. Since Mr. Thorson is leaving the 
state, he submitted his resignation, which was duly accepted and the corres-
ponding secretary instructed to write a letter to him expressing appreciatio~ 
for his valriable assistance. 
Copies of the Constitution and By Laws with suggested changes having 
been mailed to each member, Mr. Rapp moved that the secretary be instructed 
to cast a unanimous ballot for these proposed changes and additions. Motion 
carried. 
Dues and the subscription price of The Nebraska Bird Review were 
discussed. Mr. Rapp moved that the matter of increasing dues he tabled until 
1951 and that the Treasurer allow no more subscriptions for $2.00, the price 
being raised to $3.50 on Jan. 1, 1951. Seconded by Miss Gates. Carried. 
Mr. Rapp moved that the matter of organizations being sustaining 
members be referred to the executive committee to be studied and brought 
before the next annual meeting. Carried. 
A change in the fiscal year was discussed. No action was taken. 
Regional representatives and regional meetings were discussed. It was 
suggested that regional field trips be held. 
The report of the nominating committee was called for and read as 
follows: 'President - Adrian C. Fox; Vice President .. George Blinco; Corres-
ponding Secretary - Miss Doris Gates; Recording Secretary - Mrs. Glen 
Chapman; ,Treasurer - Mrs. F. J. Patton; Editor· William F. Rapp, Jr.; 
Custodian - Miss Mary Lou Hanson.' Nominations from the floor were invited. 
By motion, nominations were closed and the secretary instructed to cast a 
unanimous ballot for the named officeis. 
The following report from the auditing committee was read and accepted: 
'We have examined the financial records of Mrs. A. M. Jones, Treasurer 
of the N. O. U. and find them well kept and correct. It is a pleasure to 
note that we are beginning.a new year with a balance on hand as shown in the 
Treasurer's report.' 
Respectfully submitted, 
Levi L. Mohler, Chairman 
The resolutions committee reported ·as follows: 
'Be it resolved that our hosts, the Chadron Audubon Society be thanked 
for their efficient preparation for, and care of the N. O. U. annual meeting. 
'Special appreciation is expressed to Mrs. Spangler for the excellent 
painted N. O. U. ribbons, and to the arrangers of the beautiful flowers. 
Appreciation is also extended to the Chadron Chamber of Commerce and to the 
officials of the Chadron State Park. Members feel that they have benifited 
by the contact with bird students in this section of the state. 
'Be it further resolved that those who presented papers on the program 
be thanked for the time and effort spent in their preparation.' 
Respectfully submitted 
Jane, B. Swenk, Chairman 
An invitation to meet at North Platte next year was extended by Miss 
Doris Gates. Mr. Blinco moved that we accept the invitation, the time of 
meeting to be decided by the host organization. Motion carried and meeting 
adjourned. 
At 6:30 P. M. sixty members and guests met for a banquet at the recre-
ation room of Women's Hall, Chadron State Teachers College. Dr. Eric 
De Flon presided as toastmaster. The principal talk of the evening was 
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given by Mr. Levi L. Mohler, who told of his bird observations as he traveled 
over the state in connection with his work with the Nebraska Game, Foresta-
tion and Parks Commission. 
The annual meeting closed with the announcement of .the field trip the 
following day. 
Sixty-one persons were registered for the annual meeting, as follows: 
NEBRASKA 
Aurora:- Mrs. Glen Chapman 
Blue Springs:- Mrs. F. J. Patton. 
Chadron: - Mrs, Forest Barnes, Mrs. Harry Bartlett, Mrs. George Blineo, 
George Blinco, Mrs. E. C. Byerly, E. C. Byerly, Alberta S. De Flon, 
Cassius De FloD. Dr. Eric De FloD, Mrs. Florence George, Robert Hollander, 
Mrs. Charles Loewenthal, Frank S. Spangler, Mrs. C. F. Townsend, Kathleen 
Whiting. 
Crete:- C. M. Algermissen, Janet L. C. Rapp, William F. Rapp, Jr. 
Fullerton:- Leo Galloway. 
Halsey:- Carl E. Smith 
Hastings:- Mrs. A. H. Jones, Mrs. A. M. Jones, A. M. Jones. 
Lincoln:- Mrs. W. A. Flemming, Adrian C. Fox, Levi L. Mohler, Mrs. Myron 
Swenk. 
North Platte:- Doris Gates, Carmen Heller, Agnes Limbo. 
Ogallala:- Mrs. R. A. Goodall. 
Omaha:- Joseph Armstrong, Miss Emma Ellsworth, Miss Mary Ellsworth, Jane 
M. Moser, R. Allyn Moser, Ralph Velich. 
Plainview:- Mrs. George Kirk, Mrs. George Seabury, Mrs. Lloyd S. Seabury. 
Scottsbluff:- Mrs. Roy J. Mitschy, Mary Ann Wake. 
Seward:- Don Marx. 
St. Edward:- Mrs. Dana Anderson, Dana Anderson, Rose Madelein Anderson. 
COLORADO 
Boulder:- Bertha Allsebrook, H. B. Allsebrook, Mrs. A. H. Bivans, Charles 
Richardson, Mae Richardson. 
Greeley:- Mrs. Carl Collister. 
IOWA 
Iowa City:- Mrs. Bertha Greer. 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
Hot Sp~ings:- Mrs. H. B. Stevens, H. B~ Stevens. 
Newell:- Mrs. Harry E. Weakley, Harry E. We~kley, Ward Weakley. 
REPORT OF THE FIELD DAY 
On Sunday morning, May 21, 1950, the forty-sixth annual field day of the 
N. O. U. was held. The day was ideal - sunny, mild and nQ wind. There were 
three groups. The first trip was in the vicinity of the State Park, south 
over open country, west on the Pine Ridge and down Dead Horse Creek. The 
leader was Mr. Walter C. Scott. The second group went fifteen miles west on 
Highway 20 to a sizeable body of open water in open country, returning "by way 
of Ash Creek covering Narrow Canyon aOnd buttes. The leader was Mr. Charles 
Loewenthal. The third group led by Mr. George Blin<o went to Beaver Creek 
north of Chadron, covering buttes and open country. 
At one o'clock all groups met at,the Chadron State Park for a luncheon 
after which the list of 123 birds was compiled as follows: 
Horned Grebe 
Eared Grebe 
Black-crowned Night Heron 
Common Mallard 
American Pintail 
Green-winged Teal 
Downy Woodpecker 
Eastern Kingbird 
Western Kingbird 
Northern Crested Flycatcher 
Eastern Phoebe 
Say's Phoebe 
Nebraaka Bird Be.iew 
Cinnamon Teal 
Blue-winged Teal 
Baldpat .. 
ShoTeller 
Redhead 
Le.ser Scaup Duck 
Wee tern Turkey Vulture 
Sharp-.hinned Hawk 
Red-tailed Hawk 
Bald Eagle 
Marah Ha.k 
Eastern Sparrow Hawk 
Plaina Sharp-tailed Groua. 
Phea.ant 
American Coot 
Killdeer 
Black-bellied Ployer 
Long-billed Curlew 
Upland Ployer 
Solitary Sandpiper 
Spotted Sandpiper 
We. tern Willet 
Dowitcher 
Marbled Godwit 
Wil.on's Phal.rope 
Northern Ph.larope 
California Gull 
Forster'.a Tern 
Co_on Tern 
Black Tern 
Rock Do"e 
Western Mourning Doye 
Horned Owl 
Western Burrowing Owl 
Nighthawk 
Eastern Kingfisher 
Northern Flicker 
Western Red-bellied Woodpecker 
Hairy Woodpecker 
Chat 
American Redstart 
English Sparrow 
Western Meadowlark 
Yellow-headed Blackbird 
Red-wing 
Orchard Oriole 
Bullock' a Oriole 
Rua ty Blackbird 
Brewer's Blackbird 
Bronzed Grackle 
Cowbird 
Scarlet Tanager 
Western Tanager 
Rocky Mountain Grosbeak 
We. tern Blue Grosbeak 
Leeat Flye.tc"r 
".tara WoooI ....... 
IIoraeol Lark 
.... s-n_ 
.... -ri ..... S-U_ 
Bara S-U_ 
Ca...la J.y 
81. J.y 
A.eri .... Maoie 
L."ra Cr_ 
Piayoa J.y 
CIIie ...... 
Red-Ioreeated "'t .. tch 
Whita-hreaated "'thatch 
W .. tara ...... Wre. 
c-Boek Wr •• 
IIoekiashird 
Catbird 
Br_nr .... r 
Robia 
Oli •• -.. e .... 'nraah 
Gray-e ....... 'nraah 
___ taia Bl ... ird 
T--a·. Solitaire 
Loaer .... Shrift 
Starljaa 
".r~ra Whita_yed Vireo 
Tell_-tloroated Vireo 
Red-eyed Vireo 
Wu .. lia. Vireo 
Yell_ W.rbler 
Myrtle W.rbler 
A ...... •• Warbler 
Yellow-tloroated W.rbler 
Ovenbird 
GriD.ell·. W.ter-Thr .. h 
Ye llow-tlor_" 
Lanli Bouo"iag 
EYeaias Groabeak 
Norther. Piae Si.ki. 
Goldfiach 
Red .. ,ed Towlaee 
Arctic Towhee 
Lark Bouo"iag 
S.y •••• h Sparrow 
Weatera Gr ••• hopper Sparrow 
Vesper Sparrow 
Lark Sparrow 
Sl.te-colored .I .. co 
Chippiag Sparrow 
Clay-colored Sparrow 
Brewer' a Sparrow 
Field Sparrow 
White-crOWDed Sparrow Indigo Bunting 
SI Mrs. Glen Chapaa. 
Recording Secret.ry 
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Announcements 
<b. 
Copies of the group picture taken at the Chadron meeting 
may be obtained by sending 35 cents to the O'Neils Studio, 
Chadron, Nebraska 
The illustration of Wood Ducks on page 39 of the April 
1950 issue of The Nebraska Bird Review was by Bob Hines and 
was taken from Conservation in Action Number Seven, a Fish and 
Wildlife Servi~e publication. 
General Notes 
BLUE GROSBEAK AT PAPILLION. SARPY COUNTY.- On June 8, 1949 
about a mile north of Papillion I saw a Blue Grosbeak (Guiraca 
caerulea). The bird was Seen under excellent conditions and in 
spite of the very few records for this species in eastern 
Nebraska I feel th!lt my identification is correct.- Ralph 
Ve1ich, Omaha, Nebraska. 
NOTES FROM WESTERN NEBRASKA. - On May 5, 1949, Mr. Loron Bunney, 
Conservation Officer, Ogallala, Nebraska, observed an immature 
Little Blue Heron (Florida c. caerulea) at Otter Creek on the 
north shore of Lake McConaughy, Keith County. Mr. Bunney 
wrote: 'It showed up at Otter Creek a year ago, and again 
today. I identified it as a Little Blue Heron in the first or 
second year, as it was pure white. I observed it at 50 yards, 
standing, walking, and flying. I never yet have seen the 
Little Blue Heron in adult plumage. Last year (1948) the bird 
stayed here two days.' 
Mr. Bunney also mentions seeing a flo~k of 31 Marbled 
Godwits (Limosa fedoa) on April 29, 1949 and states that these 
birds are uncommon in that region. 
A 1946 record which Mr. Bunney included in his notes seems 
worthy of publicat~on. At Kimball Lake in Kimball County, he 
observed four White-faced Glossy Ibises (Plegadis guarauna). 
De wrote: 'In all my year& of traveling the state and observing 
birds, these are the only ones I ever saw.' A careful study of 
the back issues of The Nebraska Bird Review reveals no records 
of the White-faced Glossy Ibis, although there is a possible 
sight record of the Eastern Glossy Ibis (Plegadis f. falci-
nellus) in Scottsbluff County by Dr. Edson Fichter on May 16, 
1946.- Mrs. Carl N. Collister, Greeley, Colorado. 
NOTES FROM BLADEN, WEBSTER COL~TY.- On May 12, 1948, while 
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working in the field, I happened to see a medium-sized hawk, 
which apparently had swooped down ,fter a mouse. At first it 
looked like a Cooper's Hawk (Accipiter cooperii), but a second 
look, as the bird was rising higher, convinced me that it was 
not. As this birB continued to rise in ever-widening circles, 
I could see distinctly a whitish head and a black tail which 
are characteristic of the Mississippi Kite (Ictinia misisip-
piensis). After carefully watching this bird, I was satisfied 
that this was a Mississippi Kite. 
On October 9 and 19, 1948 two Common Rock Wrens (Salpinc-
tes o. obsoletus) were present around my place, spending the 
greater part of their time about the hog yard, where board 
panels form the division into pens. These birds seemed to 
delight in disappearing behind the fences, feeding troughs, and 
even into the small houses and appearing again a little dis-
tance away. I have seen these birds here occasionally in the 
past, but never before have I seen more than one at a time.-
Harold Turner, Bladen, Nebraska. 
OLD-SQCAW IN NEBRASKA.- Observations of the Old-squaw (Clangula 
hyemalis) in Nebraska have been so uncommon that its occurrence 
in the state is worthy of recording. On November 27, Mr. Jack 
Hazen of Lincoln shot a male Old-squaw on a small lake one half 
mile west of Huskerville (Linc61n), Lancaster County. Unaware 
of the duck's identity, Mr. Hazen did not save the skin, but 
fortunately preser~ed the two long tail feathers. However, he 
described the male Old-squaw accurately and recognized the 
mounted specimen on display at the State Museum as the bird he 
shot. The two long tail feathers are unmistakably those of the 
male of this species. They are now preserved with the bird 
skin collection at the University of Nebraska State Museum. 
This bird constitutes the second published record from Lancas-
ter County, the first being a pair seen on Capital Beach near 
Lincoln on April 16, 1911, by H. B. Lowry (Swenk, The Correct 
Status of the Old-squaw as a Nebraska Bird, Nebr. Bird Rev., 
Vol. 1, p. 11). 
The most recent a~ well as the most westerly previous 
report of the Old-squaw in Nebraska was that recorded for 
December 4, 1944, in Linco.ln County by Wilson Tout (The Clark's 
Nutcracker and Old-squaw Recorded in Lincoln County, Nebr. Bird 
Rev., Vol. 13, p. 4'3). John H. Wampole, biologist for the 
Nebraska Game, Forestation and Parks Commission, reports that a 
young female Old-squaw was brought in to the DeFord dressing 
station at Ogallala on November 11, 1948. This bird was shot 
on Lake McConaughy in Keith County, and thus apparently becomes 
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the most westerly record of this species in Nebraska.- Thomas 
B. Thorson, University of Nebraska State Museum, Lincoln, 
Nebraska. 
THE BIRD LIFE ON AN ABANDONED ARMY BASE.- Buring the spring and 
summer of 1949, while dismantling the United States Army 
Ordnance Base at Buda, near Kearney, Nebraska, we had ample 
time to ~bserve the bird life on an area, once teeming with 
human activity and now abandoned and left to nature and the 
elements. 
The bird life in the buildings was especially interesting, 
in that the frequent hail storms to which this area is subject, 
had left hundreds of broken windows, which made access to the 
buildings easy for the birds and in which they found many 
secure nesting sites. The roofs of the buildings were sup-
ported by a maze of beams, trusses, and braces, and wherever 
such framing came together, there birds found suitable home-
sites. In the main processing building several hundred pairs 
of English Sparrows (Passer d. domesticus) nested as well as 
about 20 pairs of Starlings (Sturnus v. vulgaris), and, as near 
as we could determine, about six pairs of Bronzed Grackles 
(Quiscalus quiscula aeneus). Several pairs of Say's Phoebe 
(Sayornis s. saya) nested in the buildings and we found one 
pair of Robins (Turdus m. migrator ius) nesting over a door 
frame. A pair of Western Kingbirds (Tyrannus vertical is) 
nested on the cross arm of a power pole right up against the 
side of the pump house. 
The avian intruders in the nesting setup were a big Barn 
Owl (Tyto alba pratincola) and a pair of Sparrow Hawks (Falco 
s. sparverius). The owl stayed around in the big processing 
building for weeks, as the wrecking went on, but finally one 
morning we bothered his kingship too much and he took off from 
his perch and headed for what he thought was a broken window, 
but which was not. He crashed head on into the glass. The 
jolt stunned him and he fell about thirty feet to the floor. 
We went over to pick him up, but just at the last moment he 
shook himself and flopped off toward another window, which 
happened to be broken. Our owl friend departed and was never 
seen again. Both the starlings and the grackles set up a great 
chatter whenever either the owl or the Sparrow Hawks were 
around and no doubt the latter birds feasted royally on the 
young of all the building nesting species. 
Outside, but near the buildings, Bob-white (Colinus v. 
virginianus) and Ring-necked Pheasants (Phasianus colchicus 
torquatus) were heard or seen every day. We often saw a pair 
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of Swainson's Hawks (Buteo swainsoni) sailing overhead. Grass-
hopper Sparrows (Ammodramus savannarum bimaculatus) and Savan-
nah Sparrows (Passerculus sandwichehsis) were often heard. 
Horned Larks (Otocoris alpestris) and many of the other common 
summer birds we~e ~een on the area. The most interesting 
single bird record was made on June 16, when we found a lone 
American Egret (Casmerodius albus egretta) feeding in a little 
frog pond on the base. We watched him for some time, but an 
incoming flight of cargo planes at the nearby air base was too 
much for him. He took off, heading for the Platte River to 
the south.- Wm. Youngworth, Sioux City, Iowa. 
WREN DEATH.- Last summer Mr. W. Cook of Hastings asked the 
museum for assistance in determining the death of two female 
House Wrens (Troglodytes aedon- parkmani). The new house, (see 
photo), was fastened on the center of the 'T' of a wash-line 
post made of two inch hollow pipe. 
Mr. Cook found a dead wren (female) in the position 
indicated in the photo with the tail just at the edge of the 
hole. He removed the dead-wren, which had been in the process 
of building a nest, and after the second dsy the male wren 
returned with another female. The following day the second 
wren was found dead. 
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At the museum we lifted the roof from one side of the 
house in order to see what might have caused the death of the 
two wrens. After some. investigation it was determined that 
death was caused by a wasp sting made by the common paper-nest-
builder, Polistes. The arrow points to wood fiber plastered on 
the inside of the roof. Plastered areas were also present on 
the side of the roof that we had taken off. Apparently, as the 
wren darkened the doorway, the wasp stung it and it died 
shortly afterward. Upon investigation, Mr. Cook found that the 
wasps also had nests in the end of the pipe that formed the top 
cross piece of the wash-line support. 
It might be assumed that.the above may cause birds to 
abandon certain man-made houses while others are used from year 
to year.- W. E. Eigsti, Hastings Museum, Hastings, Nebraska. 
Book Reviews 
THE AWL-BIRDS. By J. K. Stanford. The Devin-Adair Company. 
New York, 1949: 90 pp. $2.00. 
This is the story of the return of the Avocet to England as a breeding 
bird after an absence of more than one hundred years. It is an adventure 
story based on fact describing how 8 young war veteran protected -the eggs of 
the Avocet from an egg collector. There are many excellent black and white 
illustrations by A. M. Hughes and an interesting introduction by Helen G. 
Cruickshank. The Awl-Birds is excellent reading for all who are interested 
in birds. - W.F.R. 
THE QUAILS. By Edward S. Spaulding. The Macmillan Company. 
New York, 1949: XI + 123 pp. $6.50. 
In this book the various kinds of quail which are found in North 
America are discussed in detail. Here is information on their appearance, 
behavior, nesting habits, and food, as well as information on transplan'ting, 
restotking, and breeding in captivity. There are seven excellent co1or 
plates by Francis Lee Jaques. If you are interested in up-land game birds 
and especially in quail, this is a book you will want to have in your 
1 ibrary. - II. F.R. 
DOVES AND DOVE SHOOTING. By Byron W. Dalrymple. G. P . .putnam'. 
Son'., New York, 1949: 243 pp. 
T~is book is the only complete work available on doves at the present 
time. Although it is written from the sportsman's viewpoint, it, neverthe-
less, gives good details on the life histories of the various species of 
doves found in North America. In addition there is a good history of dove 
shooting. 
Everyone interested in the controversial issue of whether or not the 
dove should be a game bird should read this book, because it tells both sides 
of the story. - W.F.R. 
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NORTII AMERICAN WATERFOWL. By Albert M. Day. Stackpole and 
Heck, Inc., The Tel~graphic Press Building, Harrisburg, Penn., 
1949: XX + 329 pp. $4.75. 
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This is one of the best books on ducks that has yet heen written. In a 
very excellent method of presentation the writer gives us a complete view of 
our waterfowl situation. 
By reading this book the ornithologist will be better able to understand 
the duck hunter's point of view and likewise the duck hunter will be able to 
see the bird student's views. At the present time most bird students are 
usually at loggerheads with all duck hunters. A careful reading of this book 
will bring an understanding which will be helpful to all concerned. We must 
always remember that since the sportsmen far outnumber the bird students, we 
must have the cooperation of the sportsmen if we are to have good conserva-
tion practices. 
Dr. Day i. well qualified to write this book. Since 1918 he has been 
connected with the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Since 1946 he has been 
Director of this service. Born in western Nebraska and educated at the 
University of Wyoming, he is familiar with ducks in their native areas. 
All phases of waterfowl are discussed. There is a history of duck 
hunting, as well as discussions of legislative acts, flyways, migration, 
refuges, modern day waterfowl research, and of conservation methods as 
practiced in various states. 
This book should be read by all those interested in birds, be they 
ornithologists or sportsmen. - W.F.R. 
THE SANDHILL CRANES. By Lawrence H. Walkinshaw. Cranbrook 
-Institute of Science, Bloomfield lIills, Michigan. 1949: X + 
202 pp. 
Anyone who has watched the spring migration of the Sandhill Crane in 
Central Nebraska will be interested in this excellent book. This work is a 
complete monograph on the Sandhill Crane. There are chapters devoted to the 
molts and plumage, behavior, food habits, nesting and a history of the North 
American Crane populations. 
This is a book which every serious bird student in Nebraska will want 
in his library. - W.F.R. 
FIELDBOOK OF NATURAL HISTORY. By E. Laurence Palmer. McGraw-
lIill Book Company. 330 West 42nd Street, New York 18, New York, 
1949: X + 664 pp. $7.00. 
Although this book is not prim'arily a bird book, it will be of great 
value to the field ornithologist. In this book Dr. Palmer has been able to 
compile a tremendous amount of information on natural history. Here is the 
best single volume on the entire field of natural history written to date. 
The hook contains a thorough study of the animal kingdom with more than 
2,000 drawings or photographs. The plant kingdom is also well covered. In 
addition there are other sections dealing with astronomy and minerals. The 
specialist may he rather disappointed in the treatment given to his parti-
cular field of interest, but taken as a whole the book is a valuable addition 
to any natural history library. Approximately one quarter of this book is 
devoted to warm-blooded vertebrates and of this the discussion of birds 
covers 112 page-s. 
The field ornithologist is constantly coming across plants and animals 
which he does not know and unless he has at his disposal a large natural 
history library he cannot hope to answer his own questions. Dr. Palmer's 
new book will enable him to name these new plants and animals which ~e is 
constantly finding. - W.F.R. 
Nebraska Ornithologists' lnion Library 
The Nebraaka Ornithologists' Union Library, housed in the 
University of Nebraska State Museum. was established in 1933. 
The Library is maintained entirely by exchanges and gifts of 
books, pamphlets, reprints, and ornithological journal. from 
member. and friends of the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union. The 
Library currently receives over 34 periodicals as gifts snd in 
exchange for The Nebraska Bird Review. Any item in the Library 
may be borrowed by members of the Union. The borrower shall pay 
for the postage and insurance. Inquiries and requests by 
borrowers, as well as gifts of books, pamphlets, reprints, and 
magazines should be addressed to: Thomas B. Thorson, University 
of Nebraska State Museum, Lincoln, Nebraska. 
Manuscript Rules and Suggestions 
Manuscripts for publication should be sent to the Editor, 
William F. Rapp, Jr., Department of Biology, Doane College, 
Crete, Nebraska. No manuscript which has been published else-
where, either wholly or in essential psrt will be accepted for 
publica tion. 
Articles will be published in order of receipt. Date of 
receipt will be that date on which copy is accepted in final 
form for iPublication. Clarity, comprehensiveness and concise-
ness are' most desirable. The manuscript should be clearly 
typewritten, double spaced, on one side of the paper only. 
Author's complete address should appesr at the upper right-hand 
corner of the first page. Technical and vernacular names of 
birds should follow the A. O. U. checklist. 
Tables are expensive. They should always be reduced by 
authors to the simplest form. Excessive tables will be charged 
to the authors. 
No proofs will be sent to authors. 
Reprints 
Or.ders for reprints, which are furnished at cost, should 
accompany the original manuscript. 
